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Abstract 
Juvenile delinquency is one of the issues that have generated many debates in the last few years because it is one of the 
phenomena that are changing day after day and the ways of controlling it need to be improved regularly.  
The aim of this paper is to provide a general presentation about the new paths in Romanian and Spanish juvenile 
delinquency as a result of a research conducted in six communities of the two countries. The importance of the research 
derives from the interrelation that should exist between the new tendencies of juvenile delinquency and strategies used in 
order to control it. The data were collected by using three methods of research: semi-structured interviews, participatory 
observation and focus-groups. The changes appeared in the delinquency of children are generally related with the age when 
they start to commit crimes, the offences they often commit, the factors that “push” them to commit crimes, the use of 
violence in reaching their illegal approach and the use of psychotropic substances. Why is it so important to identify these 
aspects? Because they are the source of the problem and the basis of the intervention that can be made in order to control 
juvenile delinquency. The main ideas of the research reveal that in the six communities included in this study the phenomenon 
of juvenile delinquency is confronting with new paths and the intervention should be carried out according to these changes. 
Strategies constructed and implemented according to the characteristics of the juvenile delinquency are the key to a successful 
process of crime control.  
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1. Problem Statement 
 Societies are changing day after day. The children in conflict with the criminal law are more and more 
present in everyday life of society. Crime is no longer a characteristic of adults; children have also started to 
experience the world of crimes. This phenomenon is known as juvenile delinquency and the importance of 
control is given by the category of offenders: children are in full process of development, which gives them more 
chances to be rehabilitated after they have committed an offence. In other words, it is important to take the 
required measures as early as possible because the children rehabilitated today will not be the adult offenders of 
tomorrow.  
 Juvenile delinquency is one of the concepts which have attracted many definitions. A simple definition 
describes it as “any inadequate behaviour of the youth” (Muncie, McLaughlin, 2011, p. 140) of which 
consequences became often an offence punished by the criminal law. The process of controlling children’s 
offences can be described as “a complex set of practices and institutions ranging from the conduct of house 
holders locking their doors to the actions of authorities enacting criminal law from community policing to 
punishment in prison and all the processes between”(Garland, 2002, p. 7).  
 The identification of an effective way of controlling this phenomenon is required in order to avoid the 
imbalances of the society because “crime is not just a violation of law; it produces also harm on the others (…). 
The damages are at different levels experienced by victims, communities and even offenders” (Ness, 2002, p. 4). 
It is important in this context to control this problem present in every community but before that we have to know 
what it is and how this issue has changed in the last ten years.  
2. Purpose of Study 
 The aim of this study was to bring into attention the new tendencies in juvenile delinquency from six 
Romanian and Spanish communities. The changes appeared in the last ten years in this field are important in the 
context of designing and implementing new ways of controlling it. It is very clear that the phenomena are 
changing under the influence of some factors (which are constantly growing), often called risk factors and a new 
research can be an important source of generating the new information needed in this field. 
 The present study is trying to capture the diversity of juvenile delinquency and its evolution in the last 
ten years, in six Romanian and Spanish communities based on an analysis of five main issues that influenced the 
phenomenon: age, offence, risk factors, use of violence and use of psychotropic substances. Firstly, the age of the 
children who become offenders is “an important element, which justified a different penal treatment and 
legitimized the juvenile justice systems.”(Balahur, 2008, p.32). The type of offence is important in order to see if 
this special category of offenders limits their criminal activity in committing less serious crimes. According to 
some authors, “risk factors refer specifically to empirically identified factors or determinants that, when present, 
are strongly associated with negative outcomes.”(Lee et al., 2012, p. 318). The use of violence in committing a 
crime is important because there are situations when juvenile delinquency can be directly correlated with 
violence; at least some of the researchers did find a connection between delinquency and violence seen as a 
behaviour that can intentionally produce harm on the others (Farell, Flannery, 2006). The criminal behaviour of 
children can be a consequence of consuming psychotropic substances, so the presence of this item on the analysis 
list is justified. 
 The new paths in juvenile delinquency from the six communities studied can be presented from the 
perspective of many other items because in this paper there were selected only five, which seem to be the most 
important and influent of all. 
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3. Methods 
 The identification of the new paths in juvenile delinquency from six Romanian and Spanish 
communities should be made with an extraordinarily careful construction of the methodology used in order to 
reach this goal.  
 My intention was to identify the changes appeared in the juvenile delinquency from the six Romanian 
and Spanish communities by giving a chance to the professionals working in the juvenile justice systems of these 
communities to express their beliefs regarding this issue, based on the practical situations they are confronted 
with on a daily basis. I decided to use action research because it is “a participatory process concerned with 
developing practical knowing in the pursuit of worthwhile human purposes…It seeks to bring together action and 
reflection, theory and practice” (Reason & Bradbury, 2008, p. 4). I also chose this research method because it 
gave me a double possibility of collecting the data: first, as a researcher and second, as a participant integrated in 
the professionals’ work field.  
 I considered that interviews were not enough to collect as many data as possible and I decided to use a 
triangulation method of research, composed of:  
a) Semi-structured interviews – “are widely forms of data collection, not only within sociology but across 
the social sciences” (Turner, 2006, p. 306). 
b) Focus-groups - “allows market researchers and opinion pollsters to collect fairly shallow responses from 
very large numbers of people. Focus groups, typically made up either of a random selection of people or 
of invitees from a particular background (all genetic counsellors, for example) are used to try to gain an 
insight into popular understandings and views” (Bruce, Yearley, 2006, p. 109). 
c) Participatory observation – “collecting information through active participation in the social world that is 
been studied” (McLaughlin, Muncie, 2011, p. 378). 
 The combination between these three research methods can be considered an acceptable way of 
obtaining more complete data.  
 In order to obtain as much information as possible regarding the new paths in juvenile delinquency 
appeared in the Romanian communities (Vaslui, Iasi and Bacau) and Spanish communities (Huelva, Sevilla and 
Barcelona) I used semi-structured interviews based on an interview guide designed and tested before starting the 
research; focus-groups based on some main themes whose purpose was to obtain deep information, also tested 
before, and the participatory observation based on an observation guide designed to notice the reactions, verbal 
and non-verbal language of the professionals interviewed.  
 The process of data collection started in January 2011 and ended in November 2012. It was a complex 
procedure because, as it was underlined before, I wanted to have the possibility of involving myself in the field of 
the professionals of my research. I had at least three meetings with every respondent in its working institution. At 
the end of this process data were collected from 40 interviews and 10 focus-groups made up of: judges, juvenile 
prosecutors, probation officers, psychologists, social workers and police officers. 
4. Findings and Results  
 The research made in the communities of the two European countries showed some interesting results 
regarding the new paths of juvenile delinquency in the last ten years. In order to identify and highlight the 
changes appeared in the communities studied five items were selected: the age most of the children in conflict 
with criminal law have when they first make an offence, the offences they often commit, risk factors that 
generates a delinquent behaviour, the use of violence for committing the crime and the use of psychotropic 
substances. These items were followed from the beginning because of a literature review on the theme and 
because they were often mentioned during the interviews and the focus-groups made up of the professionals 
working in the juvenile justice systems.  
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 The age when a child starts to commit offences has a great influence on the rehabilitative treatment 
applied for the institutions and actors of the juvenile justice system. The professionals participating in the 
interviews or at the focus-groups revealed that children of these days start to enter in conflict with criminal law at 
a younger age. However, there is a big debate in all the six Romanian and Spanish communities because while 
some professionals believe that children commit a crime at an earlier age than ten years ago, others argue that 
those children usually commit criminal acts around the age of 16 or 17. In supporting these ideas I consider 
important some examples of the beliefs expressed during the interviews or focus groups, exactly as they were 
expressed: “From the age point of view, most of the children are between 16 and 17 years old. Those are the one 
who commit more offences. Also, at a lower rate, we see children who start their criminal carrier very soon at 14. 
But they generally are between 16 and 17”; “The biggest problem is that the age when children start to commit an 
offence is lower every day. If in 2007, most of the minors were aged 16-17 years, now we have so many children 
aged 14.”(Arhire, 2012). 
 The offences mostly committed by children are quite different from one country to another because in 
the three Romanian communities (Vaslui, Iasi, Bacau) the professionals mentioned that children commit 
especially theft and burglary while in the three Spanish communities in the top there are the offences of violence 
in the family (children are beating their parents, sisters, brothers)  followed by theft and burglary. Some of the 
ideas  conveyed by the subjects interviewed are: “Most of the children commit offences of theft and burglary. 
Before we had more offences of theft but now we have more of burglary.”; “We had noticed…especially 
violence, domestic abuse within the family, the truth is that there has been an increase; it's where we've noticed 
more.”(Arhire, 2012). 
 Risk factors are the main point that should be permanently researched in order to identify those elements 
that make children have a delinquent behaviour. The list of risk factors is permanently growing and a good 
strategy for controlling this phenomenon should be based on the measures that offset these factors. At the top of 
the risk factors, the persons participating at this study mentioned: lack of parents involvement, lack of 
surveillance, dropping out of school, peers’ influence. Family is the main source of risk factors but also an 
important resource in the juvenile offender’s rehabilitation. According to some specialists, “First of all, I think 
the lack of family involvement; this is the first source of danger. Second, they drop out of school and don’t have a 
constructive way of spending their time. They are not supervised by parents and they have friends who are in 
conflict with the criminal law and determine them to make robbery or others offences” ;”I think there is a 
problem at the family education level and with imposing limits and rules enforcement. We are dealing with 
children who have never been told not to do anything and when it's time to say no; they are not children, they are 
"lockers". Then when you tell no to a “locker”, it already has the capacity of dealing with assault and 
pushing.”(Arhire, 2012). 
 The children’s use of violence for committing offences was a common point in the opinions of the 
professionals responding at this study. All the participants agreed that children are more and more violent and 
enrich their criminal activity by using violence. They agreed that: “These days we meet children who are more 
and more violent, they are also using violence against their parents.”; “Unfortunately, the facts are becoming 
more serious…if in 2008 we had few reports on violent facts, now we basically do reports for violent 
facts.“(Arhire, 2012). 
 The last item on the analysis list was the use of psychotropic substances, also known as drugs. In both 
countries there is growing evidence of children who consume these substances and many times end in 
committing a crime. The majority of professionals interviewed mentioned this issue before they were asked to do 
it: “If we add drug intake, smoking pot or smoking - because drug consumption with children has started to be 
seen as something very normal - to puberty there is clearly a “bomb clock”; “The causes are pretty much the 
same: peers’ influence, alcohol, dropping out of school, lack of supervision from family, free time management 
difficulties, substance use - this is new, now they have access to ethno botanical substances but we had some 
cases before.” (Arhire, 2012). 
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 The new paths in juvenile delinquency studied from the point of the five items conveys some new 
direction of this phenomenon and also a new profile of the child who becomes an offender. Although there are 
some differences in the Romanian juvenile offender and the Spanish one, in both cases we speak of a child with 
parents who fail to involve sufficiently in his/her development and education, who drops out school, who has 
delinquent peers and is not supervised by his/her parents, who uses more and more violence in his/her actions and 
psychotropic substances.  
5. Conclusions and Recommendations 
 Juvenile delinquency in the six communities is governed by the same risk factors but the faces of the 
phenomenon are different. The characteristics of the communities, the involvement and strategies used in order to 
control this problem influence its development. 
 The new paths in juvenile delinquency are the results of the risk factors list that is growing day by day 
and their identification is important for developing an efficient system of intervention. 
 The study of new paths in juvenile delinquency is a complex theme that requires more resources and 
analysis in order to convey a complete image of the issue but the main items that are constructing new paths of 
the phenomenon in the six communities are the age of the child at the first offence, the risk factors, the use of 
violence for committing the offence and the use of psychotropic substances. 
 The exploration of this subject should be extended in order to understand and adapt the intervention in 
the direction of the new paths in juvenile delinquency.   
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